RESCUING
FELIX

A Crippled and Disabled
Wire Fox Terrier

Felix was3 years old when his
owner fromArkansaslecided

it was time for him to leave.
He was nobestowed with a
fair shake in life awvith his

first home. He may have
been born with birtdefects
but with no medical attention
givenfor these birth defects
and the neglect and
confinement he suffered, they
worsened creating a world of
pain for this little Wire Fox
boy. Felix arrived at Wire
Fox Terrier Rescue Midwest
on August 1, 2013He is a
true Wire Fox Terrierstrong
willed and driveto survive
andlives for having his ears
rubbed and nssaged Felix
was so happy to be rescued &
wants to live and be loved.

Felix hasmall features, a
button nse &eyedhatmelt
your soul. Aarge black heart
shapesaddlas displayedn

his bak, asigh he was
destined to besaved & like all
animalsdeserves quality of
life.

Felix had an undéite & his
jaw appearsrooked wh
some teetbut of pace. His
upper lefcanine has pieta
holeclearthrough his gum.
He wa in need of derita
correctiorearly cleaning and
most likely somextractios
and hs gums are infected.
Felix wa hungry andapable
of gobbling uganned food
and this waa good sign.

The single & onlgage
received from hi&rkansas
vetreflected two visitsone

in early 2011 for his neuter,
vaccinations, blooslork
normal and healthy
appearance. The teeth issue
was noted, sgical correction
recommended &emed a
minor issue at that time to
correct but declined The
second visit was in 8 2012
andthefollowing was noted
on exam &after sedation:

Mouth is too painful to
open, nails curled around,
dirty hair balls hanging off
of him, thick exudate
buildup in medial canthi of
eyes, penile prolapse?



Removed hair balls that
were embedded around
upper incisors; the upper
incisors that the lower
canine tooth is going in
between are needed to be
extracted from severe root
exposure; upper palate has
been reformed by this
canine tooth and think
removing the incisors will
improve his malocclusion
problems, feels like an old
mandibular rami fracture
that healed incorrectly

The third and last vet visit was
in October of 2012 for
boarding only and Felix was
in deplorable condition once
again filthy, matted, nails
curled around and in pain.

Felix wa not able to walk
correctlyor comfortably. On
August 7, 201Be was
sedated andnrays were taken
of his legs, spine and mouth.
He drags 6th back legs, the
right more severe &
nonfunctional. The right leg
has no fibula, probably never
formed and the patella
dislocated. The rear left leg
he drags but also uses to push
off with. The muscle is tight,
the tibia is bowed and patella
is dislocated. There is also
curvature ofis spne He s
very determined, learned to
adapto his disabilies & does
his best to survive. Heart
breakingo watch him
struggle.

Felix uses his front legs to
bear the brunt of his weight
and toget around and climb
stairs often using Hisilto
balance Hisupper backs
enlarged and very tight.




On August 14, 201R=lix

went to Veterinary Specialty
Center in Buffalo Grove,
lllinois. He was examined &
evaluated by Dr. Gendreau
and admitted to the hospital.
Felix would be sedated for an
intense examination of the
rear legs and furtherays.

A call from thesurgeon with
his diagnosis and would be
performing surgery that
evening on his left leg only.

The Diagnosis for Felix
included Prognathism
which is where the lower
jaw extends longer than the
upper which can cause
dental misalignment as
they age.

Hemivertebrae Kyphosis
which is curvature of the
spine and related to his
posture and hunchback.

All of Felix's defects should
have been tended to as a
puppy & were correctable.

The left leg was diagnosed
with medial patella luxation
- Grade IV - preventing
normal extension of the
stifle joint. The surgery
performed was a Left TCT
- Trochleoplasty (block
recession trochleoplasty)
and capsuloplasty. The
bone was also twisted and
the patella ridge was not
there and rounded. His
bone needed to be cut and
turned for placement.
There was excessive tissue
on the outside which was
then cut, grafted over his
kneecap to the inside and
doubled as a bandage.

The right leg was
diagnosed with lateral
patella luxation- keeping
the stifle joint in maximal
flexion. Severe contracture
of the hamstring muscles.
The diagnosis for the right
leg is beyond repair and the
recommendation was to
consider amputation of this
leg in the future. The leg
appears very red due to the
Skin stretching over his
knee and bone extensively.




Felix was released on August
15th only to head right back
to the hospital later that
evening. He was not eating
or drinking and in a great deal
of pain. The right leg
deformity made it even more
difficult for Felix. The pain
medications were in pill form
and he refused and did not
want anyone to even
approach him. Felix was
panting and crying out. He
went back to VSC for pain
management, IV pain
medications and fluids and
also has a fentanyl patch and
observation.

Felixagain wardischared

andback at his Rescue Home.

He was not a happy camper
for the cone or amgpparatus
for assistance. Heswan
Hydromorphonend an amti
inflammatory and gets
supervised outside time. He
enjoys laying on the rug on
the deck on a nice day. The
surgery was Jetraumatic for
Felix and he iguarded and
slowly trustingnce again.

On August 28, 2013 Felix
went b All Pets Hapital for

a checlp of the surgery site,
stitch removal (compliments
of Felix) andd discuss the
dental surgenyith Dr. Navin
On August 29, 2013 Felix
returned for his Dental
Surgery His teeth are
misaligned &he upgr canine
conflicted with the lower and
forced the canine to the
outside &puncture darge
hole in higum. Both teeth
needed extracting30
minutes is normal for canine
removal but hipulled right
out as it was daofected.

At the end of the roatanal
wasfilled with pus and on

the top of the snout and into
the nasal canal. After the
luxating patella surgery, it was
noted several blood droplets
in Felix's cone and most likely
the cause due to the infection
of this canine tooth A lower
front small tooth which was
loose was also extracted.

Before the dental surgery you
cansee the large scabbed ove
holein his lower gumThis

was filled with bacteria &
gunk. After the surgery, the
hole was cleaned out and has
healed rather quickly.



Another unfortunate
discovery was made during
dentalsurgery. Felix has
arthritis in the jaw joint and
cannot fully open and extend
his mouth. This can occur
from a mouth not functioning
properly inflammation or
bacterial causes. Yet another
painful condition thatould
have been avoided and Felix
did not have to suffer with.

SURGERY SETBACK

On the evening prior to
Felix's dental surgery, a small
silver dot was noticed on his
left rear leg. A quick touch
revealed this was metal and
appeared to be a pin. During
luxatingpatella surgery, pins
which resemble brad nails are
driven in to hold the patella in
place and usuallyad are
inserted. The planwas to
inform the vet firsthing in

the morning on arrival.

However that morningthe

pin was now missing and
there vas a tiny dot hole left
on his leg An xray taken of
Felix's leg during dental
surgery confirmed that one of
the pins had migrated out and
the other looked loose.

Initial search of his bed and
room could not locate this pin
but laer in the day it was
found in agrout crack.

Whew! At 7 pn. the

surgeon wgshoned and an
appointment for Feliget with
Veterinary Special Centeas
for 9:00 a.m. Friday.

Felix was examined by Doctor
Robbins who reviewed the
forwarded xay which The

leg will need toébreopened
and pins replaced.

From the morning the pin

had migrated out of his leg,
Felix was not putting any
weight at all on that left leg
and with the right legrtually
uselesshts was a dadick for
him. The hole where the pin
had escaped was a little oozy
and the doctor felt it better to
wait as Felix was on
Clavamox rather than open
up the site and allow infection
to entire inside.

Felixreturned to/SCon
Tuesday, September 3ndl a
the surgery was performed.
The pin replacement went
well and he now has 3 pins in
his rear left leg. Felix spent a
few days on pain majenent
and under observationwas
released on September 5th.




Felix is a very smart and Felix is not utilizing theg as
stubborn Wire Fax After his much as hoped and he still
exam at VSC, a soft cone was puts most of his weight on
placed on him to prevent the front legs.

licking the site where the pin
migrated out. As usual he
was not pleased and was angry
when arriving homeraising

his voice and refusing to get
out of the car. Prepared his
food andupon delivery and
looking through the glass

doors to his private suiéhe
cone was off and laying on : .
the floor next to his dog bed. brings his posre_down 5

Felix was lounging in his bed the level of the_: right which _
glaring giving his best evil eye. The bandages and Fentanyl then causes him to use the lef

Felix still beéves hisight
deformedeg can be used as a
paddle to aid his left legle

He is determined to do things Patch were removed, amet In a bent fashion. #ehab

Felix's way. delicate procedure program \as designed teelp
approachingim at his hang h_eal the surgery leg and teach
out on the rug, rubbing him himto use this leg properly.

and thequickmuzze. His
appetite comes and goes and
taking it a day at a time.

THERAPY & REHAB

Felix had his rehabilitation
evaluation with Integtive

Pet Care on September 12,
2013 He has muscle loss in

After his pin replacement

surgery, thanflatabledonut his left leg and tieg is,_/ery
collarwas given a try for Felix ~ tight. The need for him to
andit proved to behe best extend and stretch that leg'is
out of the four deicesused. Imperative to his recovery.
He was caugimanpulating The right rear leg whics

his leg around the donut to beyond repair has severe
lick the stitches. contracture and the muscles

have fused together.



